Hypoprolactinemic action of calcitonin and the tuberoinfundibular dopaminergic system.
The effects of calcitonin on neurochemical parameters related to the tuberoinfundibular dopaminergic system have been investigated in an attempt to elucidate how calcitonin decreases serum prolactin levels. Intracerebroventricular human or salmon calcitonin injection decreases serum prolactin, medial basal hypothalamic dopamine (DA) and dihydroxyphenylacetic acid (DOPAC) and hypophysial DA and increases hypophysial DOPAC. Results suggest that calcitonin may decrease prolactin secretion via the tuberoinfundibular dopaminergic system.